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	Key Points:
	Vol Org Action Required

	1. 
	Housing Agenda - Wendy Bourton, Chief Executive of Care & Repair Cymru and Chair of the National Partnership forum will be invited to the next meeting of the OPSG
	

	2. 
	David Warren gave a presentation on progress of the Strategy for Older People and highlighted challenges for the future.  David’s presentation can be accessed here.  Discussion followed regarding the implications of an ageing population and some of the approaches being considered or taken by UK government including:

· Scrapping the mandatory retirement age,

· Raising the pension age,

· Development of a strategy for the ageing population

However it is unlikely that these approaches, even combined, will provide a panacea and further measures will be required.

David reported that he has arranged to meet with the Human Rights and Equalities Commission to talk about what work they are doing on Older People’s issues and will feedback his findings to OPS Co-ordinators.
	

	3. 
	Ann Edmunds presented her activity report.  The report and discussion around the report included:

· Re-convening regular cross Border meetings involving OPS Co-ordinators, OP Champions and Head of Service Officers to be explored,
	


	3.
Cont’d
	· Exploration of teleconferencing as a means of ensuring equality of access by Older People who may not be able or prepared to travel regularly to National Partnership Forum meetings in distant parts of Wales,

· Access to information technology – a bid to BT for laptops and broadband accessibility for a year is being considered for the 50+ central forum.  

· Digital TV – information was given on the roles of the new Digital TV representative, Paul Apreda and the Retired & Senior Volunteers Programme (RSVP).  Paul concentrates on getting the message about the Help Scheme out to public sector and commercial organisations and RSVP helps voluntary sector organisations to take the message out to their clientele which may include people with mental health issues, learning difficulties, a physical or sensory impairment, those where English is a second language or people who are socially isolated.  RSVP are happy to give talks to voluntary groups and have a small amount of grant funding available if groups want to run events about Digital Switchover.

· The OPS Co-ordinator’s end of year report which will be brought to OPSG when pending information from projects is received.

· The 2010 50+ Conference – a series of venue accessibility visits have been made and The Technium in Pembroke Dock has been identified as the most suitable venue as a result.  Dementia and the development of the local dementia action plan will feature in the conference.

· Distribution of the 2009/10 OPS Action Plan, discussed at the last OPSG meeting was noted and any further comments are welcomed.


	forward comments on the OPS 09/10 Action Plan to Anne Isaac


	3.
Cont’d
	· Good Neighbour Scheme – engagement with 5 more communities.  Association of GNS meeting 29th June will receive a briefing on the role of GNSs in the event of pandemic.  PAVS’ Social Care & Housing Planning Facilitator submitted that the HSC&WB Network Event planned for 1st May this year on Emergency Planning and the role of the voluntary sector which had been postponed due to the World Health Organisation increasing the swine flu alert level to 5 in the few days before the Network Event would be re-scheduled shortly.
· Economic Status of OP – a call for information has been received from WAG’s Older Person’s Directorate on older people who would be living below the poverty line without the income maximisation work of voluntary organisations.  The OPS Co-ordinator agreed to send the template for reporting to PAVS’ Social Care & Housing Planning Facilitator for distribution to voluntary organisations.

· HSC&WB Action Plan – ideas needed for the Action Plan corresponding with one or more of the 9 priorities needed (for the nine priorities follow this link to the Pembrokeshire Networking website).
· An event at the Haverfordwest Leisure Centre is planned for 1st October featuring a number of taster sessions for people 50+, it is planned that this will follow the template of the Swansea 50+ event.

· Representation – the 50+ central forum is receiving approaches from those wanting OP representation in their work.

· The OP’s Champion Digital Story has been launched.
	forward HSC&WB Action Plan ideas to Anne Isaac

	4. 
	Because of other commitments on the previously arranged date for the July OPSG meeting, it was agreed that the next meeting would be on 14th July 09
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